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While research on colonial architecture and space has found a broad academ ic interest  
dur ing the past  several decades, research on the archit ectural staging and spat ial 
im plicat ions of t he worldwide expansion of religion has found m uch less concern. 
Nonetheless, the developm ent  of colonial em pires in t he nineteenth and twent ieth 
century went  hand in hand with a m issionary revival sending Chr ist ian m issionar ies to 
every corner of t he wor ld. As those m issionaries generally were in closer contact  with the 
local populat ion than colonial off icials,  studying their spat ial pract ices and st rategies 
offers high potent ial for  analysing the dynam ics of intercultural interact ion in t he im per ial 
encounter.   

However, up unt il today only a sm all num ber of the studies at tem pt ing to interpret  these 
m issionary spaces have fully realised this potent ial. First  of all, m issionary architecture is 
in general studied as an isolated phenom enon, ignoring the m anifold t ies it  had in the 
nineteenth and twent ieth century with colonial, and later nat ional, regim es. Secondly, t he 
analyses of t his architecture often are based on rather obvious or one-sided 
interpretat ional schem es. Som et im es for exam ple m issionary spaces are m erely read as 
products of the thought less export  of Western m odels (neo-gothic, m odern, etc.)  Other 
researchers then have invest igated how m issionaries have form ally adapted Chr ist ian art  
in an effort  to open up a dialogue with t he groups they t r ied to convert .   

Yet , in both approaches, with t heir focus on the form al language and decorat ion of 
architecture, m issionary space is only analysed as a décor for hum an act ion. With this 
workshop we want  to explore the possible lines of a m ore nuanced analyt ical schem e to 
study this interact ion between m issionary work and space. Cr it ical in this schem e is an 
approach to m issionary architecture and space not  so m uch as a backdrop for the 
m issionary encounter,  but  as an essent ial part  of t his encounter in it self. Moreover, we 
explicit ly call for papers that  explore the roles of the dif ferent  actors involved in creat ing 
m eaning and perform ing pract ices in these spaces. I nstead, m ost  studies up unt il today 
have alm ost  exclusively at t r ibuted agency in these spaces to t he m issionaries. Only 
seldom ly are converts, converts- to-be or other ‘non-m issionar ies’ discussed as co-
producers of t his archit ecture.  

More specifically ,  we see three m ain fields of enquiry. The first  quest ions how and with 
what  intent  m issionary work brought  about  spat ial and architectural st ructures. The 
second research quest ion around which we want  to bring together papers, focuses on the 
both everyday and ext raordinary pract ices that  m issionary spaces dictated or m ade 
possible. A third line of analysis will be concerned with the both received and contested 
m eaning(s)  revealed and created by m issionary spaces. 

I n general, the scient if ic com m it tee welcom es all papers that  shed light  on the com plex 
and plural realit ies surrounding the interact ion between m issionary work and space in 
colonial set t ings. The workshop focuses on m issionary work of all denom inat ions in 
colonial set t ings between roughly 1800 and 1960. We aim  at  br inging both an overview 
of exist ing research and explor ing new ways of studying this interact ion. Papers exploring 
new m ethodologies are part icular ly encouraged. We explicit ly st r ive to include research 
com ing from  a m ult it ude of disciplines (architectural history, history, m ission history, 
anthropology, geography, cult ural studies) . Based on the proceedings of t his workshop a 
publicat ion will be prepared. 

 



  

The conference will take place at  the Katholieke Universiteit  Leuven (Belgium ), ���±����
1RYHPEHU�����.   

Please subm it  a 250 words abst ract  along with a c.v. by ��� 'HFHPEHU� ���� to 
Bram .Cleys@asro.kuleuven.be. I f your proposal is accepted, final papers are due for pre-
circulat ion on 31 October 2007. 

 

Scient if ic Com m it tee:  

Prof. dr.  Bruno De Meulder (Dept . of Archit ecture, Urbanism  and Planning, Katholieke 
Universit eit  Leuven)  

Prof. dr . Jan De Maeyer (KADOC – Docum entat ion and Research Center for Religion, 
Culture and Societ y, Katholieke Universit eit  Leuven) 

Prof. dr.  Nicholas Bullock (Departm ent  of Archit ecture, Universit y of Cam bridge)  

Dr. Sabine Cornelis (Departm ent  of History, Royal Museum  of Cent ral Afr ica)  

Prof. dr.  Johan Lagae (Departm ent  of Architecture and Urban Planning, Ghent  University)  


